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INTRODUCTION 

Ahnonymous GH and Books for Him & Her are not-for-profit organizations which has been in 

existence since May 2018. We are youth-centred organizations that have been set up with the 

aim of providing a safe space for adolescents and Adolescents Living with HIV (ALHIV) to learn to 

cope with it and their sexual and reproductive health by empowering them mentally, physically 

and socially. Both foundations were set up with SDG 3 as the focus, promoting good health and 

wellbeing; SDG 4, providing quality education about HIV; as well as SDG 17, creating partnerships 

for achievement of the 90-90-90 goal. Our vision is to be the major focus of interaction for a wide-

reaching network of adolescents all over the world who support each other in ill health, and our 

mission is creating a safe space for adolescents with HIV (ALHIV) where they can freely access 

health information, share health concerns and seek counselling free of fear of stigma. Our 

objectives include creating public awareness about HIV and stigmatization of ALHIV, creating a 

safe space for ALHIV and their families and improving the quality of lives of ALHIV. This year, as 

part of the commemoration of the World AIDS Day on 1st December, 2021, we put together a 

health campaign and screening for the youth and older community members of Boadi, a town in 

Kumasi. Boadi was chosen because that is the location of our safe space, as a way to introduce 

ourself and what we stand for the general populace of the town. Objectives of this event 

included: 

• Education on HIV and AIDS, and related stigma 

• Free HIV, Syphilis and Hepatitis B testing 

• Distribution of condoms to community members 

The working group had a series of meetings (mostly virtual) spanning over a month to plan and 

execute the event. Facilitators and volunteers for the event included Jason Anthony Barnie 

Asamanin(f), Isabella Oyetade(f), Anakwa Omane Benjamin(f), Precious Mensah(f), Helena Afriyie 

Siaw(f), Miss Grace (f), Arthur Amponsah Joanita(v), Arthur Wilhemina(v), Asamoah Emmanuella 

Akua(v), and Geoffrey Kwabena Duodu(v). Although Dorothy Osei was absent, she reached out 

through virtual means to provide needed support and direction. Logistical support was sought 

from PPAG Bomso Young and Wise Center, and the South Suntreso Hospital. They provided test 

kits and condoms needed for the event. We are grateful to all who helped through diverse means 

to make the event a success! 



WORLD AIDS DAY 2021 

A group picture of the facilitators and volunteers. 
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EVENT 

The event took place at the forecourt of the Boadi Royal Palace. The scheduled start time for the 

event was 9am, as such all on-site logistics needed like sound system, canopies, chairs, and test 

kits were set up before time. A public service announcement was made to the town through its 

information center to remind inhabitants and passers-by of the event.  

The health screening was highly patronized by the youth and older members of the town. 

Adolescents were not in attendance because it was a weekday/school day. A large majority of 

the adolescents are school-going children in the town. It was a way to promote and create more 

awareness about HIV/AIDS in Boadi through testing and education. The program was also 

focused on helping change some misconceptions about HIV/AIDS and the stigma attached to it. 

6:00am – 7:00am: The event planners began the arrangement of the canopies, speakers, tables 

and chairs for the program. 

7:30am -8:30 am: Arrival of volunteers and a little talk about what they are expected to do by 

Jason and Isabella. During the conversation, the volunteers asked about their assigned roles 

according to one’s abilities and capabilities to help the program be a success. There were five 

volunteers in total. 

8:30 am – 9:00am: By this time, the arrangement of the place was completed and event began. 

The opening prayer was given by Isabella Oyetade. Three tables were set up (registration, 

hepatitis B and syphilis, and HIV), and volunteers were assigned to each table. The DJ began 

playing some music to alert members of the community that the program has started. We also 

began speaking with some community members passing by to let them know that the health 

screening had begun. 

9:00am: The program officially started. Some community members were already at the scene 

waiting for their turn to get screened. Participants went through a registration protocol – their 

demographics which included name, age, contact details and location were written down 

After registration, they had their blood pressure levels checked and moved on to get tested for 

hepatitis B and syphilis. The table set up for hepatitis B and syphilis had two licensed nurses (Miss 

Grace and Precious Mensah). They took their time in ensuring that those getting tested were well 

cared for and also educated the participants on the need to be tested. The education mostly 

included ways they could protect themselves from getting infected. Unfortunately, by the HIV 

test kits had not arrived so we had to plead with them to wait a while if they could, in order to 

get tested for HIV. 

10:00am: Helena Afriyie Siaw (from the South Suntreso Hospital) arrived with the HIV kits, and 

testing began. The HIV testing was organized under another canopy so that there is privacy for 

an individual in having their HIV status made known to them. Community members who had 

already tested for hepatitis and syphilis went ahead to get tested for HIV.  
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11:00am: Isabella educated the public about HIV/AIDS and the myths and misconception 

surrounding it, especially with regards to transmission. 

12:00pm – 1:00pm: The health screening continues with more people coming in. 

1:00pm: Helena Afriyie Siaw begins another session of educating the public on HIV and the 

importance of knowing your status. 

2:00pm: Lunch break for facilitators and volunteers. All participants in waiting had been attended 

to. 

3:00pm -3:30PM: The event officially ended. By then, every individual had received their test 

results and most of the test kits had been used. The program was a success looking at the number 

of people that showed up.  

IMPACT 

A total of 74 people were reached with regards to HIV education and testing, in addition to 

syphilis and hepatitis B testing. The blood pressure level of each person was monitored. Out of 

the 74 people, 57 people tested for syphilis and hepatitis B and 61 people tested for HIV. 

CONCLUSION 

Many thanks to the facilitators, volunteers, staff of PPAG Bomso Young and Wise Centre, Mr. 

Oteng (a Unit Committee member of the Appiadu-Boadi-Emena-Kokoben Electoral Area), and 

the people of Boadi. We are really grateful for your support. 
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GALLERY 
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